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Amazon Basin

Á6 million km 2 (largest tropical forest 
in the world). Largest hydrological 
basin.

Á120 30 Pg C stored in the biomass
(å 15 years of fossil fuel emissions)

ÁIntact forests reportedly a sink of

å 0.6 Pg C yr-1

ÁForest metabolism provides 
òtranspiration servicesó:
Ą 25-50% of precip is recycled 
through forest transpiration
Ą significant cooling from forest 
latent heat fluxes

Amazon mean annual precipitation regime 

Source:  TRMM satellite observations, 1998-2006
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