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Over 50 years of research 
and consulting at the 
highest level

FiBL is one of the world's leading 
research institutions for organic & 
sustainable agriculture and a 
driving force for innovation. 

FiBL – The Research Institute of 
Organic Agriculture 
(Forschungsinstitut für 
biologischen Landbau)
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FiBL research: 
from the basics to 
practical application

FiBL conducts research in close 
cooperation with practitioners and 
systematically addresses their 
problems in order to jointly 
develop new solutions. 
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The FiBL Switzerland on-farm network comprises around 600 organic 

farms, and research is carried out on around 200 farms every year.
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FiBL Switzerland with sites 
in Frick & Lausanne

• Founded in 1973

• 320 employees

• Initiated by farmers, researchers 
and politicians

• Research, consulting, continuing 
education and development 
cooperation

• Research in modern infrastructure 
at the Frick site
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FiBL group

FiBL Switzerland

Founded 1973

320 employees

ÖMKI Hungary

Founded 2011

50 employees

FiBL Germany

Founded 2000

75 employees

FiBL France

Founded 2016

12 employees

FiBL Austria

Founded 2004

36 employees

FiBL Europe

Founded 2017

6 employees
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Organisational Structure
FiBL Switzerland
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Basic funding FOAG/BLW

34%

Projects from other Swiss Federal 

Agencies EN/DE: SECO, 

SDC/DEZA, FOEN/BAFU, 

FOAG/BLW, FSVO/BLV, InnoSuisse, 

COST, SNSF/SNF

22% 

Mandates from cantons and 

muncipalities

3%

EU projects

17%

Bio Suisse projects 

and commissions

3%

Projects from the food retail 

trade (Coop, Migros, etc.) 

3%

Various companies

9%

Charitable foundations

4%
Foreign orders (international 

organisations, governments)

2%

FiBL economic activity

3%

SECO = State Secretariat for Economic Affairs

SDC= Swiss Agency for Development & Cooperation

FOEN = Federal Office for the Environment   

FOAG = Swiss Federal Office for Agriculture 

FSVO = Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office  

SNSF = Swiss National Science Foundation 

Financing of FiBL Switzerland 

(budget: CHF 43 Mio.)
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Department of Soil 
Sciences

Main areas of work

• Soil fertility & climate

• Nutrient management & 
symbioses

• Cultivation techniques in arable 
farming

• Long-term trials such as the 
DOK trial in Therwil
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Soil
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DOK trial (long-term trial since 1978)

biodynamic (D), organic-biological (O) and conventional (K) cultivation of arable crops 
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Recording the climate impact of the use of recycled fertilisers
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Department of
Crop Sciences

Main areas of work

• Cultivation techniques in fruit 
growing, viticulture and 
vegetable growing

• System-related plant protection

• Biodiversity and agroecology

• Organic plant breeding - variety 
testing

• Farm inputs and OrganicXseeds
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Crops
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Sustainable fruit growing in a self-regulating system
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Department of Livestock 
Sciences

Main areas of work

• Livestock breeding

 Ruminants, Pigs and Poultry

• Animal welfare and health

 Prevention

 Phytotherapy

• Animal nutrition

 Feed no Food!
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Bees
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Mother-bonded calf rearing
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Department of Food 
System Sciences

Main areas of work

• Agricultural & food policy

• Consumption & food

• Society & innovation

• Sustainability
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Economics & market
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Climate
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Climate
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Climate
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Digitisation: develop, implement and evaluate

i.e. ecological and social impacts of digitalisation in rural areas
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Department of International Cooperation

Main areas of work

• Resilient farming systems

• Policy & sector development

• Agroecosystem innovation & adoption 

• Value chains & markets
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Resilient farming systems

Farming Systems Comparison in the Tropics (SysCom Project)
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Quality Food Trade Program in Ukraine
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Accelerating organic market development in Kenya
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Department of Extension, 
Training and Communication

Main areas of work

• Individual and group advising 

• Information platforms & materials

• Conferences and field days

• Online and face-to-face courses with 
approx. 1'500 participants per year

• Field Innovation Labs and Living Labs
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LERNfeld: practical school lessons on the farm
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FiBL provides its own short films, 

videos, apps, factsheets and 

technical guides for a wide 

audience ranging from organic 

enthusiasts to experts.
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WebsitesPrinted publications

Social media, films and podcastsProject communication

Communication
Dissemination
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Department Suisse 
Romande

Research and advice for the 
expansion of organic farming in 
western Switzerland
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Microfarms:  Alternative agricultural structures in the canton of  Vaud
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Agroforestry with livestock



37

Examples of interdisciplinary 
topic coordination

Agroforestry is a typical example of FiBL's 
interdisciplinary research activities. Methods 
from the livestock, plant production, forestry, 
soil, nature conservation, economic and social 
sciences are combined.

In the field of microbiome, interdisciplinary 
research provides a platform for the exchange 
of knowledge and tools. It helps to find new 
funding opportunities to explore the benefits of 
microbial communities.
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FiBL collaboration potential 

• long-term agroecosystem experiments
• soil-climate interaction research
• biodiversity-based farming systems
• sustainability assessment methods
• international project implementation 
experience
• Living Labs and stakeholder engagement 
• strong dissemination and training capacity

HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-CLIMATE-01: Towards more 
effective, fair and coherent policies for climate change 
mitigation and adaptation in agriculture and forestry
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Contact

Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL
Ackerstrasse 113, Box 219
5070 Frick
Switzerland

Phone +41 62 510 53 17

tetiana.grabovska@fibl.org

www.fibl.org

mailto:tetiana.grabovska@fibl.org
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